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ashburn County is rich in waters! Many lakes and rivers provide recreation,
fishing, and wildlife habitat greatly enjoyed by seasonal and permanent residents as well as tourists. Protecting the quality of these waters benefits us all.
This paper suggests simple things that you can do to assure this richness is preserved for
your family and for coming generations.
With roughly 960 named and unnamed lakes, Washburn County ranks third behind
only Vilas County and Oneida County for the most lakes in Wisconsin. Surface waters
cover 31,761 acres or about 6 percent of the county. The most common type of lake is the
seepage lake, which depends on the ground water level. These comprise 72 percent of the lakes.
The rest are flowages, created by dams on several of the rivers which flow through the county.
Among the many rivers are two partially protected wild and scenic rivers. The Totogatic in
the northern part of the county is one of five State of Wisconsin wild rivers. It flows into the
Namekagon, which is part of our own national park, the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway.
850 W BEAVERBROOK STE 1
Most of our rivers with their surrounding watersheds drain into the St. Croix Basin. Others
SPOONER WI 54801
in the eastern part of the county drain into the Chippewa River.
Around the county many people have joined together with their neighbors in lake associations to work to preserve their
special waters. Helping people form lake associations is one of the services that Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association
(WCLRA) provides.
What else does WCLRA do?
• We publish a newsletter with detailed information about matters facing lake property owners.
• We provide youth education to the young people of Washburn County through field days at Hunt Hill Sanctuary and other projects.
• We monitor county and state regulations and laws that impact the quality of waters. We might take a position on these
matters, but only after careful study of the facts.
• We have helped to purchase parcels of land that are critical to protection of county waters.
• We inform new lake and river property owners by sending them our newsletter for a year.

The individual and group members of Washburn County Lakes & Rivers Association encourage you to practice every day actions
that will preserve these beautiful waters for generations to come. Individual or group membership is modestly priced. Membership
and donations are possible through PayPal; membership forms may also be downloaded from our website: www.wclra.org. ●

Most lakes
in Wisconsin
were created by
what?
Glaciers

The public trust
doctrine in Wisconsin
established that the water
in lakes and rivers belongs
to the public. This doctrine
has it roots in what
old-world law?
English common law

Look inside
for lots of
ways to
protect
our lakes!
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For information and help
with shoreland restorations
and buffers, contact
Lisa Burns, Washburn
County Land and Water
Conservation Coordinator.
lburns@co.washburn.wi.us.

Buffers are better

W

e are so lucky to live in northwestern Wisconsin
where we are surrounded by lakes and rivers. Not
only do they provide wonderful fishing and recreation opportunities for the whole family, they are right in
our backyard.
Those fortunate to live on a lake or river bear a significant
responsibility for helping protect our shorelines and their
fragile ecosystems. It is important that landowners do all we
can to help maintain water quality for all lake users to enjoy.
And how can we do it? By creating a shoreland buffer.
A buffer is a zone of native vegetation extending from
the lake landward. It includes a combination of native trees,
shrubs, flowers and grasses. The wider the buffer, the greater
the protection for your shoreland property and the water.
Ideally it should extend 30-35 feet above the ordinary high
water mark. Buffers filter out pollutants and runoff that
degrade water quality and are essential to the health of our
lakes and streams. Fertilizer we put on our grass makes for
a luscious-looking lawn. However, without a buffer, the
nitrogen and phosphorus in runoff feed the lake weeds and
increase algae blooms. Buffers also provide habitat for a wide
variety of wildlife. The plants that grow at water’s edge and
in the lake make excellent spawning grounds for frogs and
those fish we love to catch. An added benefit of those plants
at the water’s edge is that they help absorb water in times of
flooding and release water in times of drought.

Buffers don’t have to be a lot of work. A shoreline will
revert to its natural state just by doing nothing…eventually.
But you can give shorelands a little help by planting a buffer
using native trees, shrubs, flowers and grasses.
Why native plants? They belong there. Native plants have
been growing and thriving in Wisconsin for hundreds of
years. They are well adapted to our climate and don’t require
extra watering, fertilizer or herbicides. Natives can better
withstand competition from invasive non-native plants.
They have deeper root systems that reduce shoreline erosion
due to wave action. Natives are also the best attractors of the
birds, butterflies and pollinators we want to attract and enjoy.
There are native plants suitable for all lake situations; they
can be planted in the water, at lake edge, in wet soil, and in
drier upland soils. If we plant them in the right places, native
plants will thrive—with no additional help; and we simply
get to enjoy the beauty of the natural vegetation.
In addition to helping maintain our lake water quality, a
buffer is a deterrent to those pesky geese that love manicured
lawns. Geese do not come into tall grasses and bushes along
the shoreline.
For information and help with shoreland restorations and
buffers, contact Lisa Burns, Washburn County Land and Water
Conservation Coordinator, lburns@co.washburn.wi.us. ●

Rain Gardens: Create wildlife habitat and natural beauty while capturing runoff
Shell Lake’s now-retired Lake Coordinator Dave Vold realized folks
may have a tough time grasping the concept and the look of a rain
garden—a landscaped shallow depression filled with native plants
and designed to collect runoff while also creating habitat and
aesthetic appeal.

be used with any soil type. Rain gardens collectively protect lakes
by preventing polluted runoff from entering these bodies of water,
which prevents algae blooms. They also simultaneously provide
habitat for birds, butterflies and beneficial insects while promoting
natural beauty.

“Most of Shell Lake’s shoreline is developed and most of those
developed areas don’t have natural vegetation to slow and clean
dirty runoff before it gets in the lake,” says Dave.

Rain gardens are designed to drain within 1-2 days, which means
they won’t pond water long enough to grow more mosquitoes who
need 7-12 days for a successful hatch.

“Fortunately there is a lot of sandy soil, which is perfect for rain
gardens. So the City decided to lead by example and showcase
these attractive landscape features on its own properties.”

To build a rain garden, you will need to understand the slope and
soils where you will place it, as well as the area that will drain to
it. There are detailed tools, like the DNR’s Rain Gardens: A How-To
Manual for Homeowners, available to help you.

Check them out for yourself at the Shell Lake City Hall and the north
side of the Shell Lake Community Center.

> 10 ft.
from
Foundation

Rain gardens multi-task—they improve habitat and filter runoff
while providing a naturally beautiful view. They capture and allow
more water to soak into the ground than conventional lawn and can

THE SHELL LAKE
CITY HALL
RAIN GARDEN

Berm

Close
to
Down
Spout

> 30 ft.
from
Down Spout

Berm

> 12%
Slope

Frequently asked questions about rain gardens
Does a rain garden form a pond?
No. The rain water will soak in so the rain garden is dry between rainfalls.

PHOTO: PAMELA TOSHNER

Are rain gardens a breeding ground for mosquitoes?
No. Mosquitoes need 7-12 days to lay and hatch eggs; standing water in
the rain garden will last for a just few hours after most rain events.
Do they require a lot of maintenance?
Rain gardens can be maintained with little effort after the plants are
established. Some weeding and watering will be needed in the first two
years, and some thinning in later years as plants mature.
Is a rain garden expensive?
It doesn’t have to be. A family and a few friends can provide the labor.
The main cost is purchasing the plants.
SOURCE: RAIN GARDENS: A HOW-TO MANUAL FOR HOMEOWNERS, WISCONSIN DNR
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Fish Sticks: Creating Fish and Wildlife Habitat
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In the photo above, water flowing down a
driveway is diverted to a rain garden.

inong Flowage Association President Dan Maxwell certainly didn’t expect to see more of
the board members as a result of the fish sticks project he took on in 2015. But that’s exactly
what happened and it wasn’t because there were more meetings to attend. It was because
they were catching fish in the woody habitat he restored along his deep shoreline.
“Soon after fishing opener, I looked out my window and immediately recognized the boat and
angler casting into the fish sticks. By golly, it’s Bob!” Dan says of the Association’s communications
lead, Bob Budden. “And wouldn’t you know he caught a nice walleye?!”
Fish sticks are large woody habitat structures that utilize whole trees grouped together, resulting
in more than one tree per 50 feet of shoreline. Fish sticks are anchored to the shore and are partially
or fully submerged.
Unlike “tree drops,” fish sticks are constructed from trees harvested a ways from the water’s
edge—allowing the trees remaining on the shoreline to fall in naturally. The purpose of fish sticks is
to replace the habitat that people have removed through development or other activities like logging.
Fish sticks are feeding, breeding and nesting areas for all sorts of critters—from fish to song birds.
Northern pike, bluegills, bass and other fish spawn in the shallow water along the shore. Loons,
ducks, geese and other water birds nest along the banks. Wildlife such as frogs, otters and mink live
there, too. Fish sticks can also benefit you and your property by preventing bank erosion—protecting
your property’s value and your lake.
To build fish sticks, you need to identify an appropriate spot away from boating areas. Ideal fish
sticks sites have low ice energy—places like protected bays and shorelines leading to and from bays.
Other locations may require that the logs be firmly held in place so they are unable to float away.
It may be necessary to work with your local DNR fisheries biologist, county land and water conservation department, or landscaper to identify a suitable spot and to design and/or construct your
fish sticks. Logging companies may assist with tree supply, cutting, and transportation.
Check with your local zoning department to determine if any permits are necessary. Detailed
guidance is found here: www.healthylakeswi.com.
And remember, an easy and free way to improve fish and wildlife habitat is to leave fallen trees in
the water! ●

Controlling Erosion on Your Land
It is important to prevent soil sediments from polluting

Diversion:
Preventing runoff from
getting into your lake

your lake or river. Diversions and critical area plantings are

Detailed guidance for diversions is found here:
www.healthylakeswi.com
Critical area plantings: This practice can be used when

ways to reduce erosion.

the soil is bare during/after construction and on sloping

Diversions: If you have an area on your property where

mixture and protecting the area with mulch will often

water can naturally soak into the ground, all that may

solve the erosion problem. There are many types of mulch

be needed is a diversion practice to get the water there.

available on the market. One of the most common types

Diversion practices redirect runoff that would otherwise

is an erosion control blanket. When using the blanket, it

move downhill into the lake to an area where it can soak

is important to adequately secure the mulch with staples

into the ground—either naturally or to a constructed rain

until new vegetation is established.

garden. By increasing the number of diversions, runoff
volume can be kept low, decreasing erosion. Diversion
practices include: a log or piece of treated lumber held
securely in place, earthen berms or broad-based dips most
often placed across a path or driveway.

areas that erode during heavy rains. Using the proper seed

Seeding and mulch recommendations can be obtained by
contacting Washburn County Land/Water Conservation
at 715-468-4654.
Let’s make Healthy Lakes together!
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2 How old is an average 8-inch bluegill fish?

Great blue herons wade shallow areas
and eat nearly anything within striking
distance, including fish, amphibians,
reptiles, small mammals, insects and
other birds.

3 This common shoreline hunter is Wisconsin’s largest heron.
4 What bird of prey is known for diving feet first into shallow water to
catch fish?
5 What lakeshore bird drops small twigs in the water to attract fish?

Painted turtles are the most common
turtle in Wisconsin. Like all turtles they
are cold blooded and can frequently
be seen basking on logs,
warming themselves.

6 When does the common panfish, the crappie, spawn?
7 How many species of frogs live in Wisconsin?
8 What is the minimum size lake that can support a typical loon family?
9 What tall wetland and lake edge plant has cigar-shaped, fuzzy brown
seed heads?
10 How deep can a loon dive? 50, 100, or 200 feet?
11 What is the name of Wisconsin’s smallest frog?
12 How many different calls do loons make?
13 How long does it take for a bullfrog tadpole to change from a tadpole
to a mature frog?

The spring mating call of the
leopard frog sounds like someone
rubbing their finger across a fully
inflated balloon.

14 What does the Ojibwa word manoomin mean?
15 Wisconsin has more than 13,000 miles of streams that provide cool,
clean water for which fish?
16 What animal that frequents the shore likes to wash its food whenever
possible?
17 What kind of animal is a raptor?

Male bluegills vigorously
defend their shallow nests.
Beaver: next to
humans, no other
living animal does
more to change the
landscape in which
it lives.

Trees
that have
fallen into the lake
provide important
habitat for ____?

The
largest musky
fish hatchery in the
world is located in
what Wisconsin
community?

Learning about Lakes & Rivers

1 River otter 2 Seven to eight years 3 Great blue heron 4 Osprey 5 Green heron 6 May to June 7 Twelve, including one toad 8 Ten
acres 9 Cattails 10 Two hundred feet 11 The spring peeper, measuring under an inch long 12 Four different calls: wail, tremolo, yodel,
and hoot 13 Two years for a bullfrog; most other frogs change from tadpole to frog in their first summer 14 Wild rice 15 Trout 16
Raccoon 17 A bird of prey such as an eagle, owl, osprey, or hawk; all frequently hunt and nest along shores

Fish, turtles,
ducks,frogs, insects,
beaver, mink

Spooner

Learning about lakes and rivers crossword
1

2

3

4
5

DOWN

1

2 Plant or animal whose
continued existence is
in doubt

Small frog heard in
spring

8 Washing of soil into
lakes and rivers

6
7

9 Animal that washes its
food in the lake
10 An invasive plant

8

11 Lake/river choked with
plants

9
10

14 Nutrient that can cause
excessive plant growth
in a lake or river

Erosion
11

15 Wild rice

12

16 Parts of the lake
providing homes for
plants and animals

13

Will warmer
or colder water hold
more of the oxygen that
fish and other aquatic
animals need to
survive?

14

3 The shoreland region
4 Vegetation on the
shore which reduces
erosion
5 The initial growth stage
of frogs
6 Bird of prey often living
near lakes/rivers
7 Structures which
prevent too much
runoff
10 Bird with several calls
12 One of Wisconsin’s
wild rivers
13 Initials stand for plants
or animals not native to
a lake or river

15

17 Need cool stream water

Colder
16

17

DON’T
PEEK

ACROSS
1 peeper 8 erosion 9 raccoon 10 loosestrife 11 eutrophic 14 phosphorus 15 manoomin
16 habitat

The wake
from a boat’s
motor can cause
_______
to shorelands.

ACROSS

DOWN
2 endangered 3 riparian 4 buffer 5 tadpole 6 raptor 7 diversion 10 loon 12 Totagatic
13 AIS 17 trout

What invasive
plant species can
be spread by fragments
that cling to boat motors
and trailers?
Eurasian water
milfoil

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

wn:

1 What 3- to 4-foot long, playful mammal eats fish, crayfish, and mussels?

FUN
FACTS

SOURCE: EDUCATION.COM © COPYRIGHT 2015
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Across:

COLOR
ME!

LET’S GO FISHING
Fishing with kids or other family members and friends is one of the Northwoods’ greatest pleasures. The Friends into Spooner Hatchery (FISH) is a membership
organization to support education and information about our fisheries. They provide occasional fishing clinics for young people. Go to spoonerhatchery.com/
membership. Or you can get the Just Fishin’ publication put out by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. It provides detailed information to introduce
young people to the sport of fishing. For more information go to dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing.
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Going fishing? Every angler has a favorite knot. Pick one knot and learn it so well
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Did you know? These native aquatic plants are important to fish!

WORD
FIND

that you can tie it behind your back. Then try another. What’s your favorite?

Trilene® Knot
The trilene has an extra
loop in the hook eye.

Improved
Cinch Knot

Palomar Knot
Let the hook hang
loose and tie an
overhand knot in the
doubled line.

SOURCE: JUST FISHIN’ WISCONSIN DNR PUB-FH-913 2006
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Aquatic invasive species prevention starts with YOU

A
Northern water milfoil Myriophyllum
sibiricum is a native aquatic plant with
feathery foliage. It is often confused with
Eurasian water milfoil, an aquatic invasive
species. Here’s the difference.

✓INSPECT boats, trailers and equipment
✓REMOVE all attached aquatic plants and animals
✓DRAIN all water from boats, vehicles and equipment
✓NEVER MOVE plants or live fish away from a
waterbody

Northern water
milfoil has
5-12 pairs of
leaflets
ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF WISCONSIN LAKES PARTNERSHIP

quatic Invasive Species (AIS)… fairly common words these days among lake and river
residents. Their presence can cause severe damage to natural areas, industry and tourism.
The more you know about these invaders, the more you can do to help stop the spread in
Washburn County and statewide.
You probably know you have to inspect your boat for weeds before you leave the lake, but did you
know some of Wisconsin’s worst invasive species can spread through transported water? Invaders
like zebra mussel larvae or spiny water fleas—too small to readily see—can survive to invade the next
lake when water is left in your live well, buckets, bilge, motor or equipment.
Before launching and before leaving, YOU MUST:

You can use leftover minnows again on the same waterbody or on other waters if no other lake/river water or fish
were added to the container.
It takes just a few minutes at the landing to keep our
lakes beautiful and our fish healthy for future generations.
Know the laws and follow the AIS prevention steps! ●

Eurasian water
milfoil has
14-20 pairs of
leaflets

Test your well
Spring is an important time of year
for people who rely on well water or
a private well for their drinking water
supply.

What
do purple
loosestrife and
Eurasian water milfoil
have in common?
They are not native to
Wisconsin and considered
invasive species

What
is the name of
a 3-7 ft. tall purple,
showy plant that crowds
out other beneficial native
and shoreline plants? Purple
loosestrife, pickerel weed,
or blue vervain?
Purple loosetrife

JOIN US FOR A HEALTHY
LAKES WORKSHOP
Learn simple things you can do for water quality,
fish and wildlife habitat, shoreline plantings, rain
gardens and more. Hear about available funding
options for projects on your property.
July 29th 6-7 p.m.
Hunt Hill
August 12th 6-7 p.m.
Minong Town Hall
FREE! No registration required. Coffee and
refreshments provided. Sponsored by Long Lake
Preservation Association, the Minong Town Lakes
Committee, Wisconsin DNR and Washburn County
Land and Water Conservation Department.
For more information contact contact John Haack,
UW-Extension, john.haack@ces.uwex.edu or
Pamela Toshner, pamela.toshner@wisconsin.gov.

“Despite statewide efforts to protect
groundwater, it is important to remember that
groundwater is a local resource. Local people are the
ones who can choose whether to conserve, protect or
pollute it,” notes Beverly Stencel, Community Resource
Development Educator with the Washburn County
Extension Office. “We all need to actively participate in
protecting our groundwater.”
The groundwater which supplies your well starts
as precipitation in the form of melting snow and
spring rains. In the spring, precipitation recharges
the groundwater supply. Because this recharge of
groundwater can occur rapidly, wells can quickly
become contaminated by bacteria if it is present.
Coliform bacteria tests are an easy way to determine
whether your water supply is free from harmful
bacteria. Coliform bacteria are common in soils and are
not generally considered harmful to health; however,
they are also found in human and animal waste. For
this reason a coliform bacteria test is used to indicate
the sanitary condition of a water supply.
A properly constructed well should not contain any
coliform bacteria. The bacteria’s presence in well water
means that a pathway exists for other potentially
dangerous pathogens such as E. coli, a type of fecal
coliform, to enter the water supply. If pathogens are
present, a variety of illnesses could occur from drinking
the water. You should test your well water any time you
notice a sudden change in color, odor or taste; think of
it like going to the doctor for a check-up.
In addition to coliform bacteria, there are a number
of other contaminants for which well owners should
consider testing. Some of these include humanrelated contaminants such as nitrate and pesticides
or naturally occurring contaminants such as arsenic.
Although it is recommended that private wells be
tested annually for coliform bacteria and nitrate, only
about 5 percent of wells in Wisconsin are actually
tested each year.
The local Washburn County Extension Office, 850 W.
Beaverbrook Avenue, in Spooner, has water test kits
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available for sale. The kits can be purchased at
the Extension Office Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
You can visit the Department of Natural
Resources website at dnr.wi.gov/topic/
DrinkingWater/QualityProblems.html for more
information and answers to some of the most
common questions concerning well water and well
testing in Wisconsin.

Maintaining your septic tank
The Washburn County Zoning Department provides
the following guidelines for keeping your septic system
working properly.
The septic tank should be pumped every three years or
as needed to prevent premature failure. The frequency
of pumping depends on several factors: size of the tank,
usage, volume of solids in wastewater. A tank requires
pumping when it is one-third full of scum and sludge.
Use a stick to poke into the septic tank to measure the
amount of sludge in the bottom of the tank.
Ways to prolong the life of your septic system:
• Install water-saving devices and be on-guard for
leaky fixtures.
• Practice water conservation and reduce the amount
of liquid going into the drainfield.
• Have the tank(s) pumped and inspected regularly.
• Keep surface water away from the septic system
area.
• Keep driveways, parked vehicles and buildings
off the drainfield area. Soil compaction can cause
premature failure by restricting the infiltrative and
evaporative capability of the soil.
• Use pre-treatment alternatives such as aeration
tanks to improve effluent quality and moderate or
reduce ponding.
• Understand what can and cannot be put into the
septic tank.
• Do not use biological and chemical additives; they
are not needed to aid or accelerate decomposition.
If you think your system may be polluting the lake, you
can have a dye test performed.

BOATING IN WISCONSIN
by Craig Walkey, President, Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association

S

ince I was five years old, our family owned a small pleasure motor boat and we played on the
water every weekend, weather permitting. When we vacationed in northwest Wisconsin in the
1950s we had the only motor boat on the lake. The local fishermen were not pleased with our
cavalier use of their lake. When we owned a cabin in southeast Wisconsin in the 1960s there were
perhaps a dozen motor boats on the lake and one small pontoon boat, nothing over 50 horsepower.
Today, with all the high powered boats and jet skis on that lake I would not feel very safe. Serious
accidents are not uncommon.
When I renewed my fishing license this year I picked up the Handbook of Wisconsin Boating Laws
and Responsibilities. Here are some notable laws and unlawful responsibilities worth repeating.
LAWS
•
•
•
•
•

A person 10 or 11 may operate a motorboat accompanied by an adult.
A person 12-15 may operate a motorboat if he or she has completed a Wisconsin safety course.
A person under 12 may not operate a jet ski.
A person 12-15 may operate a jet ski if he or she has completed a Wisconsin safety course.
All vessels motor or non-motor (except wind surfers) must have
life jackets for each person on board.
• Everyone on a jet ski must wear a life jacket.
• All power-driven vessels must have red and green running lights
and an all-around white stern light when operating at night.
IT IS UNLAWFUL TO:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Operate recklessly.
Operate in a marked prohibited area.
Chase wildlife (water fowl).
Operate with a person riding on the bow or sitting over the deck.
Operate overloaded or overpowered.
Operate greater than no wake speed within 100 feet of the shoreline or swimmers.
Operate a jet ski greater than no wake speed within 200 feet of the shoreline.

In my many years on the water I have found that most boaters obey
Wisconsin laws and responsibilities. I have also witnessed boaters that have
violated all of the above unlawful activities. I would highly recommend
that all boaters pick up the Wisconsin Handbook for Boaters available at
all marine supply stores and most sport supply stores. There is a lot more
good information for boater safety and responsibility than I have presented
here. Also, watercraft safety and responsibilities can be found online at
dnr.wi.gov/topic/boat.
Not related to boater responsibility, but just as important for fisher
people— everyone knows lead sinkers are lethal to loons. Steel sinkers work
just as well and are not hazardous to loons. Why can’t we prohibit the sale of lead
sinkers in Wisconsin to protect our loons? ●

Take the online boater
education course at
boat-ed.com/wisconsin

Would you rather
look at this…

GET THE LEAD OUT!
One lead fishing sinker can poison a loon or other
water fowl! This is because loons routinely swallow
pea-sized pebbles on the bottom of lakes. The
pebbles pass to the stomach and help in digestion,
like grit in the stomach of a chicken. When sinkers
are lost while fishing and drop to the bottom of
the lake, they can be picked up by loons or by
waterfowl like ring-necked ducks and trumpeter
swans. As the lead sinker is exposed to the acids
of the stomach and to other pebbles, lead enters
the bird’s system and slowly poisons the bird.

…or this?
JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS.
USE HEALTHY SHORELAND PRACTICES.
Clean water and healthy lakes need our help. Too many nutrients
turn lakes green with excess plant and algae growth.
You can make a difference: avoid use of phosphorus fertilizer on lake
lawn areas, maintain your septic system and allow natural vegetation
to grow along your shoreline.

Get the lead out! Non-lead sinkers and other
non-lead tackle is available at most sports shops.
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This publication was produced by
the Washburn County Lakes & Rivers
Association. Our purpose is to promote
the environmental protection and
responsible use of Washburn County
surface waters and their attendant
wetlands, watersheds, groundwater,
shorelands and wildlife resources.
We do that by sharing ideas and
information through education and
active participation for the benefit of
property owners, lake and river districts
and associations, local government, the
general public, future generations, and
the waters themselves.
www.wclra.org
Funding for this publication was
provided in part by a Lake Planning Grant
from the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources
Design: Karen Engelbretson, KJE Design
Printing: Inter-County Coop Publishing

For further
information:
Washburn County Lakes & Rivers
Association
wclra.org

WA S H B U R N C O U N T Y

St. Croix National Riverway
nps.gov/sacn
Totogatic Wild River
dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/
wildrivers/totogatic

WASHBURN COUNTY SHORELAND PROPERTY QUESTIONS & CONTACTS
Healthy Lakes Grant Program

Pamela Toshner, Wisconsin DNR
pamela.toshner@wisconsin.gov
healthylakeswi.com

Land descriptions, parcel maps,
names and address of owners

Washburn County Surveying/Mapping
715-468-4780

Organizing a Lake Association

Washburn County Lakes & Rivers Association
info@wclra.org

Piers and docks

Wisconsin DNR 715-635-4097

Washburn County Zoning 715-468-4690

Plat books

Washburn County Clerk 715-468-4600

Conservation violations

Wisconsin DNR Violation Tip Line 1-800-847-9367

Erosion control assistance

Washburn County Land/Water Conservation
715-468-4654

Shoreland stabilization and
restoration assistance

Washburn County Land/Water Conservation
715-468-4654

Shoreland Regulations

Washburn County Zoning 715-468-4690

Fisheries

Wisconsin DNR 715-635-4095

Well water test kits—residential

Washburn County UW-Extension
715-635-4444

Forestry assistance

Wisconsin DNR
South of Hwy 70: 715-635-4084
North of Hwy 70 to F: 715-635-4086
North of Hwy F: 715-466-2022

Wetland regulations

Wisconsin DNR 715-635-4097

Wildlife

Wisconsin DNR
715-635-4091 or 715-635-4092

Alteration to shorelines

Washburn County Zoning 715-468-4690

Animal damage and control

USDA Animal Damage (bear, wolf)
1-800-228-1368

Aquatic invasive species/plants

Washburn County Land/Water Conservation
715-468-4654

Boathouses and boat shelters
over the water

Wisconsin DNR 715-635-4097

Building or remodeling
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